HITLER   AND   I

have shown themselves incapable of inspiring the
German people with the wish for liberty.5

Ludendorff also said something else that should
have been said by the socialist Adolf Hitler. 'Marxism
cannot be killed with rifle-butts/ he said,, 'but a new
idea must be given to the people.5

The military prisoners all behaved with more
dignity than the civilians.

Poehner, the chief of police, was magnificent. He
laughed at the attempts of the court and the con-
spirators to minimize his guilt.

'Of course I am a traitor/ was the phrase he hurled
in the teeth of his judges. 'Wouldn't it be absurd to
try to prove the opposite in a court of law?'

Roehm, who had not organized the putsch, but, like
Gregor, had only commanded a detachment of the
Party's paramilitary forces, was indignant at Adolf's
cowardly attitude. He knew that Goering, chief of the
S.A., had fled and was hiding abroad. Roehm was the
only man of November 8 who had attempted any
military action. He had seized the Reichswehr
building and had been driven out of it by force. Once
more Hitler, the former corporal in his regiment,
had let him down. He resolutely sided with General
Ludendorff. In his reminiscences, which he entitled
Memoirs of a Man Guilty of High Treason, he severely
criticized the men and the methods of the November
putsch.

So great was his disgust that as soon as he was
released from the fortress of Landsberg he parted from
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